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Probably every person in the world knows a term social network and most of the people use some social network. But does everyone know, what the term social network even means? How were social networks evolved and how they were used before? How many of social networks preceded today's biggest and the most popular Facebook? For example, the first use of the concept social network was in 1971, about 20 years before the first launch of the first website in the world. Do you think that Facebook has to be worried about his future popularity? And what are the earnings of these contemporary worldwide social networks? Not only that you will get to know in following paragraphs.

History of social networks

The beginnings of today’s worldwide used term “social network” goes back to the 1954, when it was defined by the sociologist Jameson Barnsom (born in the UK) for the first time as a connection between a few nodes, which can be an individual or a group of individuals. The reason for the connection may be a social relation or some agreement of interests. The graphical illustration of the connection between individuals is called sociogram. The first application of “social network” practically was posting the first mail in 1971, nevertheless it was only experiment in private network ARPANET, the U.S. Department of Defense network.

A big credit on evolution of social networks has Tim Berners Lee who completed his project World Wide Web (in 1990) and and laid the foundation of today's Web pages. And as you know, the most of social networks are operating through Web pages today.

Social networking is the practice of expanding the number of one's business and/or social contacts by making connections through individuals.

The first social networks started to expand at the beginning of 90’s, however the number of internet users was still small. Their purpose was to provide basic communication with family and close relatives. The initiator of these networks was Randy Conrad, who created and launched Classmates.com (in 1995), which was probably the best way how to connect students at secondary and high schools together of his time. Another important thing for social networks was development so-called Instant Messengers, which allow quick communication between users - chat in a word. The first program of this type was Internet Relay Chat, created in 1988. After 8 years (1996) was released ICQ, probably the most famous Instant Messenger not only in Czech Republic.

In 2002 came Friendster, which was the first social network of “current parameters“. During the first three months Friendster reached a number of 3 million people. The MySpace had been inspired by Friendster, so it came out in 2003 in order to accommodate as many users as possible. Million users registered in the first month was a success, but it primarily meant the worldwide “boom” of social networks. In the same year (2003) started LinkedIn, of which role was to aim on a business sphere and support work area by finding employees for companies. 

Phenomenon Facebook

The Revolution came in 2004. This was a fundamental year not only for social networks but for whole world. Facebook arose in this year, a phenomenon of today’s society. It was initially created for connection and communication among college students at Harvard University, but due to high attendance it expanded worldwide. Facebook had made Mark Zuckenberg along with Dustin Moskovitz, Chris Hughes and Eduardo Saverin in a college. Due to the success of Facebook they left Harvard, moved to Pala Alta California and there started to devote to TheFacebook.com domain. In the end of 2012 there were 1 billion of users.

Facebook is third most visited web page in the world. The number of daily active users of Facebook is 728 million – that is more than a half. There are 874 million mobile active users. There are five new profiles created every second. These stats are unbelievable, but Facebook is still growing up and getting bigger and bigger. The gross profit of 2012 was 3725 million dollars – 99% of this came from the advertisement (in 2009 it was 554 million dollars, in 2010 1481 million dollars). For better idea of it – the average monthly profit was in 2012 5,32 dollars per one user.

From these stats seems that Mark Zuckenberg has created something that is unstoppable, unbeatable and rules the world. But is Facebook unstoppable..?
LinkedIn: The Anti-Facebook

LinkedIn was founded in 2002, about two years before Facebook. However its intention was to create an extensive network that would put employees and employers together. Although they managed to get a lot of people from all over the world, they didn’t manage to fulfil their potential, so the returns of the company came into the red numbers. This less than ideal situation had to change Jeff Weiner, who joined company in 2009.

Weiner has changed LinkedIn into the powerful tool for managers, who are looking for some new workers for their companies. And the service named Recruiter is relatively highly paid of course, the price of it can go up to 8,200 dollars per year. Someone could object that it is too much expensive but it is necessity for big companies. In contrast to Facebook LinkedIn change information into money, not time spent on the network, and that makes a significant difference between them. Even though LinkedIn hasn’t got as many users as Facebook, he has much more stable and effective business. In addition to this, LinkedIn hasn’t got any potential competitor now, but in the case of Facebook it is not so clear. The gross profit of LinkedIn was 1300,16 million dollars in 2013 and  an assessment of LinkedIn’s gross profit for 2015 is 2367,3 million dollars.

What do you think about LinkedIn? Did you even know LinkedIn before reading this article? Do you think that Facebook has to be worry about LinkedIn or about his future? Is there any other social network that could beat Facebook? You might also think that Facebook is only phenomenon of today’s society and it will lose its popularity in the future. I think that Facebook has to be worried about his position at least. 
